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Guidance Notes
Our Business GM offers small enterprise grants to support inclusive businesses in Greater Manchester, helping them either start up or scale up their ventures. Inclusive businesses are those that support communities and value purpose alongside profit.

Who can apply for a grant?
· Organisations or individuals based within Greater Manchester (Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford, or Wigan)
· You must be an inclusive business. By this we mean the following organisation types: CICs, trading charities, Companies Ltd by Guarantee, Cooperatives, Mutuals and social enterprises. Social entrepreneurs and organisations not registered with the Financial Conduct Authority, Companies House, or the Charity Commission, will be asked for additional information. 
· You must be able to demonstrate how you deliver purpose alongside profit

What can I apply for?
· Up to £10,000 (please note those asking for more than £5,000 will be asked for more information, including greater evidence of track record)
· Funding can only be used to support you to sell products and services. This can include developing a new or refining an existing product or service, or supporting you to enter a new market (e.g., a product launch).


Priority
· Priority will be given to organisations/entrepreneurs led by and/or primarily benefiting communities that face structural inequalities (women/females, disabled people, people of Black and Racially minoritised heritage, people from the lowest income communities, and/or people who identify as LGBT+).

Timescales
· Deadline for applications is 15th February 2026
· Grant recipients will be contacted by the end of February 2026
· Grant awards will be processed in March 2026

Priority
· Priority will be given to organisations/entrepreneurs led by and/or primarily benefiting communities that face structural inequalities (women/females, disabled people (deaf, neurodivergent and/or disabled), people of Black and Racially minoritised heritage, people from the lowest income communities (low socio-economic/working class), and/or people who identify as LGBT+).

Timescales
· Deadline for applications is 15th February 2026
· Grant recipients will be contacted by the end of February 2026
· Grant awards will be processed in March 2026

Commitment
· Successful applicants will be required to complete a brief grant report (template provided) within 3 months of receiving the grant to update Our Business GM on how the funds were used and the outcomes achieved.
· Applicants will be encouraged to take advantage of Business Support made available to them by Our Business GM and our partners.



If you have any questions or need support with the application, please contact our team, by emailing enquiries@ourbusinessgm.co.uk 

If you are applying as an individual social entrepreneur, if a grant is agreed in principle, you will have provide one or both of the following:
· Unique Tax Reference (UTR): If you are a sole trader or unregistered business, provide your HMRC UTR from a recent letter.
· National Insurance Number: If applying as an individual (sole trader), provide your NI number.
 

To learn more about how your data will be stored and shared (with Greater Manchester Combined Authority as our funder), please visit https://ourbusinessgm.hivebrite.com/page/privacy-notice-7826565b-fde8-480b-a855-6c0b6e10977a 


PLEASE NOTE: If you change the font size or type it may affect the formatting of the application.



Section 1: Applicant Details

	Applicant Lead Name
Full name of the main contact person / entrepreneur
	

	Role/Position
Your role in the business – e.g. founder, director, owner
	

	Contact Email
	

	Contact Phone Number
	

	Applicant Type
· Individual social entrepreneur 
· Organisation 
	

	Organisation Name if applicable
Full legal name
	

	Organisation Number if applicable
As per Companies House, Financial Conduct Authority, Charity Commission
	

	Organisation Incorporation Date
Date you registered your organisation
If you have yet to start trading, explain here.
	

	Full Registered Organisation Address

	

	Website
	

	Social Media Handles
	

	Legal Structure
e.g. Sole Trader, Limited Company, Social Enterprise/CIC, Cooperative, Community Interest Company, Trading Charity
	

	Organisation Size
Number of employees (including yourself) and directors/trustees/board members
	

	Turnover 
For the last financial year, if available
	





Section 2: Business Description and Grant Descriptions

	Please mark (x) in the corresponding box below a subcategory, if your organisation is led by one or more of the following underserved communities

	Black or Racially Minoritised
	Deaf
	Disabled
	LGBT+
	Low-socio economic (working class)
	Neuro-divergent
	Female/
Women

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Briefly describe what your business does. 
Summarise what products or services you currently provide, and who your customers and wider stakeholders are. (150 words)

	



	How does your business prioritise purpose? 
Describe any social or community mission of your enterprise – for example, what positive change you aim to create, or how your organisation addresses a community need or problem. (Even if your business is a standard commercial enterprise, you can mention any inclusive practices or values you uphold.) (100 words)

	




	What do you want to do with this grant and how will this funding help you?
Summarise because of this funding, what products or services you want to provide, and who to. What difference will this grant make to helping you to trade?
Do you want to launch an existing product or service to a new type of customer/market (e.g., expand a service to a new borough), or are you launching something new? (250 words)

	





	What skills or experience do you (and your team, if any) have that will help make this enterprise grant successful? 
For instance, mention any relevant track record, founder experience, training, and/or qualifications that prepare you to run this enterprise. (100 words)

	







	What progress have you made so far in the venture?
For example have you already carried out. market research, developed a prototype product or service, tested it and received positive feedback, early sales, or have you completed a support programs to help you plan your approach). If you are pre-start (not yet trading), describe steps you’ve taken toward launching your product or service. (150 words)

	



	If you receive this grant, how quickly will you be able to implement your plans?
Describe any key dates or a timeline for your project – e.g. “purchase equipment by March, launch product by June”. What will happen if you only receive a part-award?(100 words)

	




	How much are you requesting from Our Business GM, and how much (if any) match funding do you have, or need?

	Total Grant Requested
	

	Total Funding Needed
	

	Total Match-funding secured
	



Section 3: Please complete and return the Spreadsheet
Section 3: Budget Template

Section 4: Declarations

Please confirm you understand and agree to the following declarations by inserting a cross (X) in the box corresponding to Yes or No, as per the below boxes:

	Yes
	No

	X
	


 e.g., 




	“I will use any grant awarded only for the activities outlined in this application, and I understand that grant funds cannot be used for historic expenses, debt repayment, or other excluded expenditure as outlined in the grant criteria”.
	Yes
	No

	
	
	

	“I agree to participate in follow-up reporting for Our Business GM, including providing an update on my business and use of funds 6 months after receiving the grant.”
	Yes
	No

	
	
	

	“I certify that the information given in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge. If awarded a grant, I will abide by the terms and conditions of the Our Business GM grant programme.”

	Yes
	No

	
	
	

	“I agree to report truthfully on the grant within the timescales and if relevant, report any issues incurred in a timely manner.”
	Yes
	No
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Complete and return to Fiona.Murray@uk.coop by 5pm, 15th February 2026, along with Section 3: Budget Spreadsheet	
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